INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS

PHANERO GAM I A.

CAESALPINIACEAE

Trees, shrubs or rarely herbs. Leaves pinnate or bipinnate,
rarely simple or 1-foliolate; stiples mostly absent. Flowers mostly
showy, racemose, spicate, or rarely cymose, zygomorphic, rarely
subactinomorphic. Sepals 5 or the 2 upper ones connate, mostly
free, imbricate or raiely valvate. Petals 5 or fewer or absent, the
adaxial (upper) one inside, the others variously imbricate. Stamens
mostly 10, very rarely numerous, often free or variously connate
Anthers various, sometimes opening by terminal pores. Ovary
superior, 1-celled. Seeds with copious, thin or no endosperm and
large embryo,
A    Leaves simple, abruptly bipinnate
I    Calyx-disk subbasal    Sepals imbricated
Sutures of pod not winged       .              ..........    CAESALPINU
II     Calyx-disk subbasal.   Sepals valvate
a    Pod thin, flat     .                       ............     DELONIX
b    Pod lanceolate, flattened                      .....         * .    HAEMATOXYLON
III     Calyx-disk placecj considerably above the base            ,       .    WAGATEA
B    Leaves   simply  pinnate    Calyx tube   short    Disk   subbasal
I    Petals 5    Anthers mostly dehiscing by a terminal pore    * .    CASSIA
II    Petals 5    Anthers dehiscing longitudinally       .    .      ...    CYNOMITIU
III    Petals none    Stamens 5    Leaves abruptly pinnate      .    . .    CERATONIA
IV    Petals none    Stamens 10    Sepals usually 5         ...       .    HARDWICKXA
C    Leaves   equally   pinnate     Disk   at   the   top   of   a   prolonged
calyx-tube
I    Petals  none                ,  ,.,            .           .........    SARACA
II    Petals 35
a    Stamens monadelphous, only 3 developed.......    TAMARINDUS
b,   Stamens 5, free, equal  . ,,           .............    HTJMBOLDTIA.
D.   Leaves simple, mostly deeply bilobed.....            .....    BAUHINIA
The members exhibit mostly tonic, astringent, and mucilaginous
properties; some have a pectoral, and laxative or cathartic action;
others are anthelmmtic, antiseptic, antipyretic, styptic.